
          
Dear Friends, just a few thoughts about the terrible massacre in Sutherland Springs, Texas last 
month…. 
 
Maybe it's not purely a mental health or a gun problem, maybe it's a language problem. We talk 
a lot about freedom and rights but, outside of the military, we don't talk a lot about sacrifice….and 
basic humanity.   And not because we don't sacrifice all the time. We do. 
We have cars that can go double the speed limit but we accept that we might not get to our 
destination as fast as we could if we were driving l00 miles per hour. 
We have no record of wishing ill to our fellow travelers, and yet we give up shopping and leisure 
time, to stand in long security lines at the airport. 
We want to add a bathroom onto our house but we accept that zoning laws dictate what we can 
do on our private property, when it impacts the sewage system. 

We park between the lines in order to maximize the number of spots in the lot even though it takes two or three times to get it 
right….and boy would I just love to park in one of those extra handicapped parking spaces.    
We silence our phones in theaters even if we are waiting for a call we personally feel is more important than the show. 
We pay taxes every year without any assurance that the money we contribute will directly benefit us. 
We sacrifice in small and large ways constantly because there is no such thing as total individual freedom in a shared, civil 
society. And not because we are repressed. 
Speed limits are me…and you… saying "you exist." 
Security lines are me and you saying "we are in this together." 
Zoning laws are me and you saying "I care about you." 
Careful parking is me and you…saying "I'm not the only one here." 
Silencing my phone is me and you saying "your experience matters." 
Paying Taxes are me and you saying "your well-being is my responsibility." 
We sacrifice in material and symbolic ways all the time because we recognize that other people exist and we choose to live in a 
society with a real feeling of mutual care. 
Giving up your total right to have any kind and any number of guns you wish, is rooted in the same expression of care as holding 
the door open for the person behind you.  Normal human beings do not need an AR 15 to hunt deer.  Normal human beings do 
not need 150 handguns and 200 shot guns, and 20 billion rounds of ammunition.  We need to stop the insanity!  Yes, I am 
"screaming,” because I don’t know what else to do. 
 
Rabbi Jon Haddon 
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 Board of Directors’ Message – “A Glorious 2017 for Beth David” 

With winter upon us and 2017 nearing its end we are proud to provide you with a synopsis of our great accomplishments this 
year with both our continued historic restoration and the expansion of our cultural programs. We are also delighted to report 
that community interest has continued to boost membership and our High Holy Days and Shabbat services have been so 
enjoyed by many members and friends.  

Our first accomplishment during the year was the completion of the long planned upgrading of our heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning systems, which now proudly includes the removal of window units and their replacement with central air 
conditioning, a first for Beth David!   

Thanks to the continued generosity of just a few members, our sanctuary has now been more properly furnished with the 
newly restored historic pews that were donated by the First Presbyterian Church of Amenia and completed with the 
reupholstering of their cushions.  And our community room was recently repainted for the permanent installation of “A Chance 
for Land and Fresh Air,” the historic exhibit originally curated by our devoted member Carol Ascher along with the Sharon 
Historic Society.  If you have not yet had the opportunity to spend time absorbing this abundance of history and photographs 
of our founding families and how members of our Jewish faith first arrived in the area, we highly recommend you contact our 
president, Sherry Frankel (sherry.frankel@yahoo.com) and make an appointment to do so. And while reporting on the 
community room, we are very pleased with our latest improvement of a state of the art projector and screen for guest speaker 
presentations and private movie showings.   

What is most important to note is that although the generosity of some has brought us to this juncture of restoration there is 
still much needed, the most obvious of which is the long overdue replacement of our kitchen and library. Whether walking 
from the historically restored sanctuary or the beautifully installed exhibit in the community room, one cannot help but notice 
our kitchen, library and passage way must be the next project to undertake. We have just about completed the selection of 
finishes for the kitchen and what is now needed is to identify friends who can generously provide us with the funding for the 
installation.  Our kitchen is regularly used for the preparation of our Oneg Shabbats and special events and as is we are critically 
handicapped! As we complete our final 2017 donations, or begin those in 2018, we sincerely hope you will favorably remember 
this urgent plea! 

Although we will be closed for January and February with our first 2018 Shabbat services to be scheduled in March, thanks to 
your dedication your board remains at work inspired to provide all that we can in the new year for your enjoyment, pleasure 
and of course prayer. 

With very best wishes for a safe, healthy, enjoyable 2018! 

Board of Directors 

 

Do you have a story to share? We would all love to hear why you have decided to make a commitment to our 
synagogue community. Please send it to us at info@congbethdavid.org  

 
 
 
 
A number of elderly Jews, who are not necessarily members of our synagogue, live in the woods of Litchfield County in 
northwest Connecticut and New York's Dutchess and Columbia Counties. Some of our Beth David members and friends 
have formed a Care Committee and have been checking on these people especially during the winter months. If you are 
interested in doing something every few weeks, please contact Carol Ascher at ascher.carol@gmail.com. 

  

mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
mailto:info@congbethdavid.org
mailto:ascher.carol@gmail.com
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Congregation Photos 
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The Blessing of the Animals  
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Ruth Lloyds and Bil Ehrlich’s Grandchildren Being Blessed with their Hebrew Names 
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Our Intimate Sanctuary as we Opened for the High Holy Days 

 

   

High Holy Days Services with the Children 
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Rabbi Haddon’s Blessing as we Begin Our Members’ High Holy Days Dinner 
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A Very Special Sukkot 
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Carol Ascher’s Opening of “A Chance for Land and Fresh Air” and Book Signing 

 

 

Sara Aharon’s Speaking Engagement and Book Signing of “From Kabul to Queens” 
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How You Can Help Right Now…  
We need your help.  No job is too big or small. 

Please contact Sherry Frankel at sherry.frankel@yahoo.com.  

 

We Need You! And we need your ideas! We'd love to hear your suggestions for programs and events you would be 
glad to support, attend, or even host. Movie night? Art shows? Baking contests? We need input from members in 
order to get our planning started! Email us at info@congbethdavid.org with your idea. 

 

Onegs 

We are seeking Oneg Shabbat sponsorships for the year. Should you have an 
interest in hosting an Oneg in order to mark a special event or occasion, or just in 
generosity, please contact Sherry Frankel at sherry.frankel@yahoo.com or phone 
917-385-2783. 

 

 

Our Shabbat Program 
Our Saturday Shabbat schedule has been enjoyed by many. Rabbi Haddon provides us with worship service from 10:30-
11:30 and we end the morning with Oneg Shabbat and Torah Study from 11:45-12:45. Although we will be closed for the 
months of January and February our 2018 Shabbat Services schedule will be forthcoming. 

Worship Service 
Our Shabbat worship services are slightly shortened, but include the essential elements, including: a torah reading, all of 
the significant parts of the worship liturgy, plenty of music, a brief sermonette, and (probably fewer) responsive readings 
in English.  

Oneg Shabbat and Torah Study  
To give greater depth and coherence to our prayers and to increase our understanding of our tradition, adult education 
focuses on the Torah.  

TEXT: Sacred Judaism: The Tanach, in English, edited by Jaraslav Pelikan, published by The Jewish Publication Society, 
1985. Books are still available for purchase for $15 at Congregation Beth David or from Amazon for your tablet.  

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Study  
Members of the congregation interested in working toward(s) a Bar or Bat Mitzvah should contact Rabbi Haddon directly 
by email, Jonrab33@gmail.com.  

Please email Sherry Frankel (sherry.frankel@yahoo.com) or Carol Ascher (ascher.carol@gmail.com) in order to purchase 
the text books. 

mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
mailto:Jonrab33@gmail.com
mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
mailto:ascher.carol@gmail.com


P a g e | 13  
 

2018 Synagogue Schedule 

Please be aware that dates may change, and you can always find the latest information by visiting our website 
at www.CongBethDavid.org. 
 
Our tentative 2018 Synagogue Schedule is posted below. 
 

 

 

http://www.congbethdavid.org/
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