
 

          
 

During these uncertain times, I, and all of us, think and still dream of peace.  But sometimes 
peace may be too dearly purchased. When Neville Chamberlain returned from Munich after 
selling out Czechoslovakia to Hitler, he proudly announced that he had secured "peace in our 
time." Never was a statesman more self-deluded. The greater tragedy was that he also helped 
to delude the Western world and to lull it into a false and very fragile sense of security. 

Peace may either be bought or it may be won. It can be bought by compromise with evil, or 
it can be won by resistance to evil. Much as we love peace, we ought not to be so mushy in 
our thinking that peace at any price become the ultimate goal. Peace is inseparable from 
justice, from freedom and from human dignity. The elusiveness of peace is perhaps most 
vividly revealed in this shocking statistic. In all the 5000 years of recorded history there have 
been only 128 years when there was no war being fought somewhere on the face of the earth. 

Let us hope and pray that there will be peace, in our cities, in our communities, and throughout the world.  I am reminded 
of that touching poem by a thirteen year old child, Tali Sorek, from Beersheba, Israel. 

"I had a box of colors- Shining, bright and bold. I had a box of colors, some warm, some very cold. I had no red for the 
blood of wounds. I had no black for the orphans' grief.  I had no white for dead faces and hands. I had no yellow for burning 
sands. But I had orange for the joy of life, and I had green for buds and nests. I had blue for bright, clear skies. I had pink 
for dreams and rest. I sat down and painted Peace."  
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Board of Directors’ Message – “A New/Old Look for Beth David” 

On Friday, August 4th Congregation Beth David received a gift from the First Presbyterian Church of Amenia.  When you now 
step inside you will be pleasantly surprised by the fact that the old theater seats have been replaced by beautiful, historic 
Chestnut pews that were hand carved over 150 years ago.  This arduous and painstaking process was brought about through 
the generosity of the Church, the tenacity of our President, Sherry Frankel, and donations from several board members of Beth 
David.   
      
The pews had to be resized to fit a much smaller space and adjusted so that they would be more comfortable to sit on.  A local 
carpenter, John Myer worked on refinishing them and bringing them back to their original, rich color.  The floors of the 
sanctuary were stained darker as well so that it would look more harmonious.  The red velvet cushions were resized and 
recovered in a beautiful blue fabric by M Designs in Sheffield, MA.  It was discovered that they were originally filled with 
horsehair and made for the Church by C.F. Hawley Dry Goods and Furniture in Millerton.  This was a store that was known for 
making seats for horse-drawn carriages at the time.  The original labels are now sewn into the new cushions and the luxurious 
horsehair filling still remains.   
 
This is only one of the many restoration projects that are on our wish list for Beth David.  We have a new heating and air 
conditioning system and our community room has a whole new look as well.  It is now the permanent home of “A Chance for 
Land and Fresh Air.”  Curated by our talented congregant, author and historian, Carol Ascher, it tells the history of the migration 
of European and Russian Jews to Amenia and the environs and the establishment of their presence in the community at the 
turn of the century.  There are over 80 photos, timelines and documents on display.  You will see many familiar family names 
and learn about the founding families of our Synagogue in 1929.   Carol will be having a book signing on Saturday, October 7th 
at 11:30 AM, and we welcome all of you to come in and hear Carol speak about her project as well as purchase her book. 
 
All of this could not have been accomplished without the assistance of Taylor Oil and Heating, Chris Colomello of Ducillo 
Construction, along with a very special thank you to our own caretaker and friend, Art Tanner.   
      
Beth David is on a new trajectory.  We have a growing membership and a strong, dedicated Board of Directors.  We are looking 
forward to eventually renovating our kitchen and constructing a new plaza and entrance that is handicap accessible.  We are 
looking towards our future with optimism and hope that you will join us with your help and support. 
 
With warm regards, 
Board of Directors 
 

 
Do you have a story to share? We would all love to hear why you have decided to make a commitment to our 
synagogue community. Please send it to us at info@congbethdavid.org  
 

 
 
 
 
A number of elderly Jews, who are not necessarily members of our synagogue, live in the woods of Litchfield County in 
northwest Connecticut and New York's Dutchess and Columbia Counties. Some of our Beth David members and friends 
have formed a Care Committee and have been checking on these people especially during the winter months. If you are 
interested in doing something every few weeks, please contact Carol Ascher at ascher.carol@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:info@congbethdavid.org
mailto:ascher.carol@gmail.com
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Congregation Photos 

   
Left: The Former First Presbyterian Church of Amenia 

Right:   The Removal and Loading of the Pews 

 

   
Left: The Removal of the Sanctuary Seating from Congregation Beth David 

Right:   The Original Label Found on the Pew Cushions 

 

   
The Restored Pews Permanently installed in Congregation Beth David 

 



P a g e | 4  
 

 

 

 

    

 

Max Strober Bar Mitzvah 
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Michael Barley Kushner Baby Naming  |  Son of Chris Barley and Marc Kushner 
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How You Can Help Right Now…  

We need your help.  No job is too big or small. 

Please contact Sherry Frankel at sherry.frankel@yahoo.com.  

 

We Need You! And we need your ideas! We'd love to hear your suggestions for programs and events you would be 
glad to support, attend, or even host. Movie night? Art shows? Baking contests? We need input from members in 
order to get our planning started! Email us at info@congbethdavid.org with your idea. 

 

Onegs 

We are seeking Oneg Shabbat sponsorships for the year. Should you have an 
interest in hosting an Oneg in order to mark a special event or occasion, or just 
in generosity, please contact Sherry Frankel at sherry.frankel@yahoo.com or 
phone 917-385-2783. 

 

 

Speakers and Events 
Mah Jongg Mondays 

CONGREGATION BETH DAVID, Amenia, NY 

We had a wonderful summer Mah Jongg season and with gratitude for the donations collected from our 
players we have purchased additional Shabbat Siddurim.   

 

 

 

mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
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The Hazon Bike Ride  
Monday, September 4th 2017 | 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM 

The Hazon Bike Ride will once again be having a rest stop at Beth David. There 
are usually about 70 riders coming through to enjoy water and treats that they 
supply and set up under our tent.  

If you’re interested in attending to welcome them please contact Sherry Frankel 
at sherry.frankel@yahoo.com.  

 

Alfred Ivry, Author, Speaking of his Publication 
"Maimonides' Guide of the Perplexed: A Philosophical Guide" 
Saturday, September 16th 2017 | 11:30 AM 

Born in Brooklyn, NY. BA Brooklyn College, major in English literature and philosophy; Masters and Ph.D. Brandeis 
University (1963) in Jewish Philosophy; D. Phil. Oxford University  (1971) in Islamic Philosophy.  

Areas of specialization: Jewish and Islamic philosophy and theology; History of Ideas and Comparative Religion in the 
Monotheistic faith. 

Teaching Experience:  Cornell University, Assistant and Associate professor, 1967-74; The Ohio State University, Professor, 
1974-76; Brandeis University, Professor, 1976-89; New York University, 1989-2005, Skirball Professor of Jewish Philosophy 
and Professor of Middle East and Islamic Studies. Director of the Medieval and Renaissance Center (MARC) at NYU, 1992-
94. 

Lectured widely at universities here and abroad, in Europe, Israel and North Africa. 

Recipient of Fulbright and National Endowment for the Humanities Research and Teaching Awards.  

Founder of Medieval Philosophy Colloquia in Boston and New York.  

Special interest in two twelfth century philosophers, Averroes and Maimonides, many publications on them and other 
figures in medieval Islamic and Jewish philosophy.  Editor and translator of Arabic and Hebrew critical editions of Averroes’ 
Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s De anima. 2016 publication of  “Maimonides’ Guide of the Perplexed: A Philosophical 
Guide.” 

 

Rosh Hashanah Members’ Dinner 
Wednesday, September 20th | 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM with 
Holiday Service to Follow 

Kindly RSVP to sherry.frankel@yahoo.com. Please also let Sherry know 
if you are interested in providing a dish or available to assist with set up. 

mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
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Carol Ascher, Author of “A Chance for Land and Fresh Air: 
Russian Jewish Immigrants in Sharon and Amenia” 

Saturday, October 7th 2017 | 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM 

Congregation Beth David to Celebrate the Permanent Installation of “A Chance for 
Land and Fresh Air: Russian Jewish Immigrants in Sharon and Amenia” on Saturday 
October 7, 2017, from 11:30 to 2pm.     

Congregation Beth David is celebrating the formal opening of A Chance for Land and 
Fresh Air as a permanent installation in its community room on October 7, 2017, 
from 11:30 AM to 2 PM. Congregation Beth David was built in 1929 by the Russian 
Jewish immigrants whose history is detailed in the exhibit.  Thus, we are grateful to 
the Sharon Historical Society, which developed the exhibit, for allowing us to give A 
Chance for Land and Fresh Air a permanent home.  

The original exhibit, which was developed by and housed in the Sharon Historical Society between October 2016 and April 
2017, was guest-curated by Beth David member, Carol Ascher, in collaboration with Sharon Historical Society curator, 
Marge Smith.  Ascher has also written an accompanying book, A Chance for Land and Fresh Air, which will be available at 
the formal opening on October 7th. Congregation member Bil Ehrlich designed Beth David’s permanent exhibit.   

In 1907, the first of thirty Jewish families settled in the Ellsworth hills above Sharon to try their hand at dairy farming. 
Most of the immigrants purchased land with mortgage assistance from the Jewish Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society, 
funded by the Belgian Jewish philanthropist, Baron Maurice de Hirsch. The Russian Czar had forbidden Jews to farm, and 
Hirsch hoped that farming would enable Jews to become productive and fully-respected citizens in America. But the hills 
were too stony for dairy farming, and most families subsidized their incomes by taking in city Jews wanting kosher 
vacations in the fresh air.  

In the 1920s, many of the immigrants began moving down from the hills to Amenia, New York, a town directly on the train 
line, where they built kosher boarding houses and small hotels, as well as a range of business, turning Amenia into a busy 
Jewish resort that could support a synagogue.  

The important and moving story of Jewish rural life in the early decades of the twentieth century is drawn from photos 
and interviews with such descendants as Epsteins, Gorkofskys, Marcuses, Osofskys, Paleys, Rothsteins and Temkins, as 
well as from land records, census data and other historical documents. Thanks to funding from Baron de Hirsch, similar 
settlements of Russian Jewish farmers took place in other rural communities in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey 
and New York, as well as throughout the United States and Canada.   

For additional information about the installation opening at Congregation Beth David, please contact Sherry Frankel, 
sherry.frankel@yahoo.com. 

 

mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
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The Jews of Afghanistan: History, Culture and Muslim-Jewish 
Relations with Sara Y. Aharon, Author of “From Kabul to Queens: 
The Jews of Afghanistan and Their Move to the United States” 

Sunday November 5th 2017 | 11:00 AM 

We welcome you to a special event exploring Afghanistan’s 
Jewish life. Spanning from the Afghan Jewish community’s 
origins to the development of its Jewish institutions, Sara Y. 
Aharon will take us back to the story of a Jewish community 
that lived in relative peace with its Sunni Muslim neighbors. 

Sara Y. Aharon is the author of From Kabul to Queens: The 
Jews of Afghanistan and Their Move to the United States. She 
studied Middle Eastern Studies and modern Jewish history at 
Brandeis University and New York University. She was named 
to The Jewish Week’s “36 Under 36” honorees list of young 
leaders impacting the Jewish community.  

Event will be taking place at Congregation Beth David, 3344 East Main Street, Route 343, Amenia, NY  12501. 

Books will be available after the lecture for purchase and signing.   

RSVP TO Sherry Frankel at sherry.frankel@yahoo.com. 

 

High Holy Days Ticket Order 

 
Dear Friends, 
  
As you may have already noticed, our 2017-2018/5777-5778 Membership Application does not include information for 
the purchasing of High Holy Day tickets. Provided membership dues have been 75% paid at the time of the High Holy Days 
members and dependent children are entitled to tickets at no extra cost. 
  
With the High Holy Days approaching we ask that you review and complete the enclosed form indicating whether you will 
be attending, how many tickets you will require and any names you wish included in the Yizkor Service Book of 
Remembrance. Please also include the deceased’s relationship to you and date deceased as we are compiling our Yahrzeit 
list and want to be sure no one is overlooked. 
  
Membership has significantly increased and members will receive seating priority.  We urge you to return the completed 
form along with any payment due in the enclosed envelope no later than September 10th in order to assure you of 
availability. For those of you who have already renewed your membership we thank you for your continued support. For 
those of you who have not, a membership application is included herewith for your completion and remittance. A full 
schedule of holiday services is provided on our website. Your High Holy Day tickets will be available at the door just prior 
to the services and will include access for all services. 
 
 
 

mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
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Should you have any questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact Sherry Frankel, 
sherry.frankel@yahoo.com or by phone, 917-385-2783. 

 

L’Shanah Tovah! 

  
Board of Directors 

 

Download the 2017-2018/5777-5778 Membership Application Here 

Download the 2017 High Holy Days & Remembrance Form Here 

 

 

Our Expanded 2017 Program 
Our Saturday Shabbat schedule has been enjoyed by many. Rabbi Haddon provides us with worship service from 10:30-
11:30 and we end the morning with Oneg Shabbat and Torah Study from 11:45-12:45.  

Worship Service 

Our Shabbat worship services are slightly shortened, but include the essential elements, including: a torah reading, all of 
the significant parts of the worship liturgy, plenty of music, a brief sermonette, and (probably fewer) responsive readings 
in English.  

Oneg Shabbat and Torah Study  

To give greater depth and coherence to our prayers and to increase our understanding of our tradition, adult education 
focuses on the Torah.  

TEXT: Sacred Judaism: The Tanach, in English, edited by Jaraslav Pelikan, published by The Jewish Publication Society, 
1985.  

Books are still available for purchase for $15 at Congregation Beth David or from Amazon for your tablet.  

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Study  

Members of the congregation interested in working toward(s) a Bar or Bat Mitzvah should contact Rabbi Haddon directly 
by email, Jonrab33@gmail.com.  

Please email Sherry Frankel (sherry.frankel@yahoo.com) or Carol Ascher (ascher.carol@gmail.com) in order to purchase  
the text books. 
  

mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
http://www.congbethdavid.org/uploads/1/1/8/5/11855176/2017.18_mmbrshp_app_w.o_hhd_tkts.pdf
http://www.congbethdavid.org/uploads/1/1/8/5/11855176/2017_hhd_tkt___remembrance_form.pdf
mailto:Jonrab33@gmail.com
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2017 Synagogue Schedule 
 
Please be aware that dates may change, and you can always find the latest information by visiting our website 
at www.CongBethDavid.org 

 
Saturday Shabbat Services 

 
10:30 – 11:30 AM Worship Service 
11:45 – 12:45 PM Oneg Shabbat and Torah Study* 

 
* Please refer to the Torah Study information above. 
 

 
 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

http://www.congbethdavid.org/
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