
         
 

During these uncertain times, I, and all of us, think and still dream of peace.  But sometimes 
peace may be too dearly purchased. When Neville Chamberlain returned from Munich after 
selling out Czechoslovakia to Hitler, he proudly announced that he had secured "peace in our 
time." Never was a statesman more self-deluded. The greater tragedy was that he also helped 
to delude the Western world and to lull it into a false and very fragile sense of security. 

Peace may either be bought or it may be won. It can be bought by compromise with evil, or it 
can be won by resistance to evil. Much as we love peace, we ought not to be so mushy in our 
thinking that peace at any price become the ultimate goal. Peace is inseparable from justice, 
from freedom and from human dignity. The elusiveness of peace is perhaps most vividly 
revealed in this shocking statistic. In all the 5000 years of recorded history there have been 

only 128 years when there was no war being fought somewhere on the face of the earth. 

As we look forward to a beautiful and hopeful summer, let us also hope and pray, that we will experience a summer of 
peace, in our cities, in our communities, and throughout the world.  I am reminded of that touching poem by a thirteen 
year old child, Tali Sorek, from Beersheba, Israel. 

"I had a box of colors- Shining, bright and bold. I had a box of colors, some warm, some very cold. I had no red for the blood 
of wounds. I had no black for the orphans' grief.  I had no white for dead faces and hands. I had no yellow for burning sands. 
But I had orange for the joy of life, and I had green for buds and nests. I had blue for bright, clear skies. I had pink for dreams 
and rest. I sat down and painted Peace."  
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Board of Directors’ Message 

2016 was another wonderful year for Beth David. We welcomed several new members, expanded upon our programs and 
progressed with our restoration initiative.   
 
Our photos below highlight only a few events.  
 
We opened the year with a joyous Purim celebration and from there it only blossomed. Many of us enjoyed Hebrew lessons 
with Rabbi Haddon before Shabbat morning services. And while enjoying a delicious Oneg after services we were enriched with 
Torah study.   
 
During the summer months we welcomed about 10 members and friends for Monday Mah Jongg Madness. Watch for our 
forthcoming summer schedule as all are welcome!! 
 
Just in time for our High Holy Days services our intimate, historic sanctuary was aglow after being repainted with sconces and 
silver all cleaned and polished. After our beautiful Neilah Yom Kippur service a scrumptious Break Fast was enjoyed by many.  
 
Succot brought a beautiful Succah adorned with greenery, mums, gourds and pumpkins and a bit of rain did not hamper our 
enjoyment of prayer followed by a delicious Oneg.  
 
In November we held a fascinating interfaith service and dinner party which brought us many new friends and front page 
positioning in the Lakeville Journal. And speaking of front page coverage, if you haven't as yet experienced "A Chance for Land 
and Fresh Air: Russian Jewish Immigrants in Ellsworth and Amenia, 1907-1940" the extensive Sharon Historical Society exhibit 
created by our member, Carol Ascher, please be sure to experience it before it closes March 26th.  The opening of this exhibit 
brought Beth David founding families from far and wide and together with our members and friends we filled the Historical 
Society to record capacity! 
 
And finally for our last service before closing for the winter months we gathered for the first night of Hanukkah. Many of us 
brought our own menorahs and along with several of Beth David's we together lit several in celebration. With joyous song and 
prayer followed by a plentiful nosh including traditional latkes and jelly donuts, it was a truly wonderful way to welcome the 
holiday! 
 
Regarding our restoration progress thanks to a few grants received that were generously more than matched by the board, 
members and friends we are now safely secured with a new metal roof complete with all appropriate accessories.  Stay tuned 
for future projects that are already in planning stages.  
 
Our 2017 schedule is enclosed.  We look forward to welcoming you as we reopen for Shabbat services in celebration of Purim 
on March 11th at 10:30 AM. Costumes are fun and appreciated! 
 
With warm regards, 
Board of Directors 
 
 
Do you have a story to share? We would all love to hear why you have decided to make a commitment to our 
synagogue community. Please send it to us at info@congbethdavid.org  

 
 
A number of elderly Jews, who are not necessarily members of our synagogue, live in the woods of Litchfield County in 
northwest Connecticut and New York's Dutchess and Columbia Counties. Some of our Beth David members and friends 
have formed a Care Committee and have been checking on these people especially during the winter months. If you are 
interested in doing something every few weeks, please contact Carol Ascher at ascher.carol@gmail.com 
 

mailto:info@congbethdavid.org
mailto:ascher.carol@gmail.com
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Congregation Photos 

 

   

Labor Day Weekend Hazon Bike Riders’ Rest Stop at Beth David 

 

 

 

 

  

    

Onegs 
  

We are seeking Oneg Shabbat sponsorships for the year. Should you 
have an interest in hosting an Oneg in order to mark a special event or 
occasion, or just in generosity, please contact Sherry Frankel at 
sherry.frankel@yahoo.com or phone 917-385-2783. 

  

  
  

mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
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Interfaith Service and Dinner 

   

Succot Service 
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Private Showing of Carol Ascher's Exhibit at the Sharon Historical Society 
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Congregation Beth David Hanukkah Celebration 
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The Jews of Ellsworth and Amenia 

Starting in 1907, some two dozen Jews from Russia settled in Sharon, Connecticut, most of them high above the village in 
the Ellsworth section. They had come to escape a pogrom in Russia, and their purchase of land was often made possible 
by a grant from Baron Von Hirsch through the Jewish Agricultural Society. The Ellsworth area is stony and inhospitable to 
all but apple orchards, and most of the Jews were dairy farmers; a few ran shops and boarding houses for vacationing Jews 
in Amenia, where Beth David was built in 1929, and one was a ritual slaughterer. These days, less than a handful of these 
Jewish families remain in the area.  However, their records remain in local historical societies: in old newspaper stories, in 
property claims, in school records, and in scattered photographs. Carol Ascher has worked tirelessly on "A Chance for Land 
and Fresh Air: Russian Jewish Immigrants In Ellsworth and Amenia, 1907-1949" the extensive exhibit still on display at the 
Sharon Historical Society from which she is now working on a book. If you have any information or material that she has 
not already received please let her know at Ascher.carol@gmail.com. 

The exhibit closes March 26th and we urge you to enjoy the incredible history, photos and artifacts she has included. 

How You Can Help Right Now…  

We Need You! And we need your ideas! We'd love to hear your suggestions for programs and events you would be 
glad to support, attend, or even host. Movie night? Art shows? Baking contests? We need input from members in 
order to get our planning started! Email us at info@congbethdavid.org with your idea. 

 

Current Events 

Mah Jongg Mondays 

CONGREGATION BETH DAVID, Amenia, NY 

Summer is just around the corner, so that means Mah Jongg 

We will meet in the community room of Beth David on Mondays from 1:00PM - 4:00PM. Please contact me if you are 
interested or know anyone who would like to attend. All levels are welcome. We will start on Monday, June 26th. Bring 
your 2017 Mah Jongg card/Quarters $$$ 

Contact: lloydsruth@gmail.com 

A donation of $10 will help to cover Synagogue costs. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Ascher.carol@gmail.com
mailto:lloydsruth@gmail.com
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Our Expanded 2017 Program 

Our Saturday Shabbat schedule that commenced in March 2016 has been enjoyed by many. Rabbi Haddon provides us 
with Beginning Hebrew from 9:30-10:15AM, worship service from 10:30-11:30 and we end the morning with Oneg Shabbat 
and Torah Study from 11:45-12:45.  

Beginning Hebrew Class 

We began by learning the Hebrew alphabet, which took approximately six sessions and we now learn functional vocabulary, 
Friday evening prayers, key prayers in the prayer book and some conversational phrases. There are a total of approximately 
20 sessions.  

TEXT:  The New Reading Hebrew: A Guided Instruction Course by C. Castberg,   Lillian W. Adler and L. W. Adler  

Books are still available for purchase for $24 at Congregation Beth David.  

Worship Service 

Our Shabbat worship services are slightly shortened, but include the essential elements, including: a torah reading, all of 
the significant parts of the worship liturgy, plenty of music, a brief sermonette, and (probably fewer) responsive readings 
in English. 

Oneg Shabbat and Torah Study 

To give greater depth and coherence to our prayers and to increase our understanding of our tradition, adult education 
focuses on the Torah.  

TORAH CLASS: We invite you to join a core of congregants who have committed to participation in the Torah Class. In 
addition to regular attendance, commitment to Torah Class involves two requirements: 1) Class members must purchase 
their own Tanach and attend as regularly as possible, and 2) Class members must each host one Oneg.  

TEXT:  Sacred Judaism:  The Tanach, in English, edited by Jaraslav Pelikan, published by The Jewish Publication Society, 
1985.  

Books are still available for purchase for $15 at Congregation Beth David or from Amazon for your tablet. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Study 

Members of the congregation interested in working toward(s) a Bar or Bat Mitzvah should contact Rabbi Haddon directly 
by email, Jonrab33@gmail.com. 

Please email Sherry Frankel (sherry.frankel@yahoo.com) or Carol Ascher (ascher.carol@gmail.com) in order to purchase the text 
books or to sign up for hosting an Oneg.  

mailto:sherry.frankel@yahoo.com
mailto:ascher.carol@gmail.com
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Cut Here    
 

         2017 Synagogue Schedule 
Please be aware that dates may change, and you can always find the latest information by visiting our website at 
www.CongBethDavid.org 
 

   

Saturday Shabbat Services 
 
9:30 – 10:15 AM Hebrew Class* 
10:30 – 11:30 AM Worship Service 
11:45 – 12:45 PM Oneg Shabbat and Torah Study* 
 
* Please refer to the Hebrew Class and Torah Study information above 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.congbethdavid.org/
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